
a 26-year-old Ethiopian 
Israeli law student and Erez Naga, 29, 
both Ethiopian Israeli law students were in 
Vancouver this past fall, getting hands on 
Canadian experience with two local law 

Funds raised by the Canadian Ben Gurion Society (BGS), a young 
leadership program launched by Jewish Federations across Canada had 
provided funds for their education. The scholarships from BGS were 
raised locally to provide opportunities for Ethiopians in Israel. Both 
attend Ono Academic College near Tel Aviv.

The connection between Vancouver and Tel Aviv came in 2006 on a 
trip to Ono by Stephen Gaerber, vice-president of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Vancouver. He and his committee were impressed by the 

students to study business and law. 
Approximately 177 Ethiopian students study at Ono Academic 

College, in a student population is 8,000. In the two years since this 
fundraising project began, BGS has funded almost 10 degrees, says 
Mindy Ecklove, national director of young leadership at the United 
Israel Appeal.

because in Israel, even if you have a degree, it can be hard to get a job 
without connections,” she explains. “So we started a volunteer-driven 
internship program in Canada for students.”

In 2008 three students visited Toronto, while this year, two were sent 
to Vancouver and two to Toronto from other institutes.

“We’ve had a chance to learn from the best,” said Naga. “For me, 
that meant being around 100 lawyers working together at the law 

Vancouver Jewish community. “It has changed my perspective.”  
Naga felt his time with fellow Ethiopian and lawyer Ben Gabriel, 

“Seeing the way they think, their approach to problem-solving has been 

Like many Ethiopians in Israel, Naga is from a small farming village 
in Ethiopia’s Gondar province and moved to Israel with his family at 

school, service as a sergeant in the army and extensive travel in Asia 
before taking on university studies.

so many lawyers in the market, you need something more.” He will 
practice law to get him started and then look at a business. “I don’t want 
to work for anyone else.”

 “This degree and graduation from a prestigious academic college 
will allow me to enter mainstream Israeli society,” Truneh explains. Her 
path from Ethiopia was similar to that of Erez but a decade later. Her 
goals have always included a career in law. 

Both credit local organizations that have generously funded their 
studies. “What they’re doing by giving us education is a great thing, and 
we pass it forward by mentoring new Ethiopian immigrants and acting 
as role models. This helps us realize our dreams,” says Truneh. 

country in their heart. “But they need to understand that they’re doing 
great things from here,” he says. They both spoke of the voice and 
support Vancouverites provide to connect with others round the world.

Both the content and the look create an impression of you. Do you have 
important information to convey? Do you 

know your subject well? Are you credible, or to be trusted?  

Do keep in mind two points. 1. There is likely to be another reader. 2. Email 
is viewed as a legal document. Observing courtesy and good writing rules, with 

Provide a summary.
A line or two right at the top allows readers to assess the content’s 
value and the time they need to devote to your message.  

Brief is best. 
Email is not designed to transmit heavy content-not in the body of the 
actual email or in attachments. 
If there’s more than 2-3 paragraphs, attach your message as a 

Respect both your readers’ personal and computer ‘download time’. If 
you make it easy to grasp your message, your reader is more likely to 
accept or act on its content. 

Use proper language.
Correct spelling, grammar and punctuation increases clarity and 
decreases misunderstandings.
Write in full sentences to be taken seriously.
Paragraphs promote clarity and lay out the logic for your reader.
Avoid vocabulary that is trendy, slang, acronyms or beyond what 
might be clear or shared in common. 

Use familiar structure.

interest and a decision to read more fully later. 

VIP: More than 75% of business is now transacted in Email. To have your 
message opened and received well, provide value, clarity and brevity in your 
content. You’ll leap over the barriers of a rushed world of words, read on tiny 

Next week: Your signature!

 with a smart subject line since our focus 
on it last time around?
Now that you are paying attention to the sizzle that attracts, let’s look at “the 
steak” or the content of the body of your email.

A beginning where you state and summarize the content to follow

A middle where you present your facts to support the argument, 
content or action you are writing about

An end
action steps 

To do this it’s useful to know where you are going in the content. What is 
your purpose? Who are you talking to? What language will engage your reader, 
and MOST importantly-where are you going with your message? 

‘Hookiness’ must continue in the BODY of the mail as you only have 2-7 
seconds to grab your reader. Knowing how you want to conclude will help you 
to structure your email from the start to keep readers engaged.

Don’t be tempted to match these features of technology with content that 

(smileys), short forms (tc, take care) and excessive punctuation may slip in. 
These are the side effects of all our texting and instant messaging on other 
devices. While they do soften the harshness of electronic communication 
and shorten typing time, imagine your readers’ response in a business or new 
relationship context? 
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 Hope 
Centre Orphanage of 
Trinidad was held May 
7 at Winston Heights 
Community Centre and was 
well attended and strong 
support for the Orphanage.  
Co-ordinated by Judy 
Liddle the fundraiser 
included  a silent auction.
TV draw,50/50 and for 
ticket holders a chance 
for the door prizes.  Hope 
Centre Orphanage is in 
San Fernando,Trinidad at 

47-53 Pointe-a-Pierre Rd.and all monies received by Judy Liddle is 
taken directly to Hope Orphanage and Judy has been co-ordinating the 
Fundraiser for 5 years now.

Judy originally from Trinidad along with help from family and 
friends knowing that the support gives hope to those children less 
fortunate and a renewed chance to improve their lives especially at 
a young age.  Over the 5 years and success, Judy was blessed with 
the; problem of looking for a larger hall and also of importance was 
obtaining sponsorship support.  Information on Hope Centre Orphanage 
fax is 868-657-9630. Hope Centre was established in 1986 and is a 

For anyone wanting info Judy can be contacted at 403-827-6826
Supporters and volunteers included non-Caribbeans and this shows 

that many are united when it comes to support and its an enrichment for 
many that they have made a difference.


